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The Western Cemetery: A Unique Model of the Mutual Influence between
the Egyptian and Greek Burial Customs in Alexandria

An Archaeological and Anthropological Study
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Abstract:

Except for a brief mention in Strabon's description of Alexandria, we
didn't find much information about the western cemetery in classical
writings. Excavations and discoveries in the 1980s and 1990s, such as
Tabiyat Saleh and Al-Mafrouza, Gabel El-Zatoon, and Gabbari Bridge,
aided in clarifying the vision. The most recent of these excavations took
place in the railway workshops on Gabel El-Zatoon Street in Al-
Qabbari. Gabel El-Zatoon excavations continued for five years, from
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2016 to 2021. During this time, we were able to gather information
regarding the construction of tombs and burial practices. Laboratory
examinations of human remains also assisted us in characterizing the
Alexandrian society's members and their dietary habits, which were
prevalent during the period.

The anthropological study of human skeletal remains clarified the
genetic pool and origins of Alexandrian society during that time. The
genetic and morphological characteristics of bones and teeth
distinguish each population. Human variation has been studied on a
global scale using bone and dental morphology. These analyses were
also used to make generalizations about large-scale population
migration.

In general, the current research aims to reconstruct some Alexandrian
lifestyles. This reflects Egyptian and Greek societies.
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Age groups Males | Females | Ambiguous Total %
(years)
Infant (B-3 yrs) - - 2 2 V.4
Child (3-12 yrs) - - 21 21 V4,A
Adolescent - - 15 15 Ve, Y
(12-20 yrs)
Young Adult 7 6 3 16 Ve,
(20-34 yrs)
Middle Adult 11 9 2 22 YoV
(35-49 yrs)
Old Adult (5+ yrs) 6 4 3 12 A
Ambiguous 9 8 - 18 VY,
Total 33 27 46 106 Voo
% ¥y, Yo, £Y,¢ Yoo
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Tierno, Gonzalez-Cruz, & Llopis-Martinez, 2017: 15)°
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6- Roig-Tierno, N., Gonzalez-Cruz, T. F., & Llopis-Martinez, J. (2017). An overview of
qualitative comparative analysis: A bibliometric analysis. Journal of Innovation &
Knowledge, 2(1), 15-23.
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9- Buikstra, J.E., Ubelaker, D.H. (1994). Standards for Data Collection from Human
Skeletal Remains. Fayetteville, Arkansas: Arkansas Archaeological Survey Report
Number 44.

10- Purkait, R. (2005). Triangle identified at the proximal end of femur: a new sex
determinant. Forensic Science International, 147(2-3), 135-139.

11- Brothwell, D. R. (1981). Digging Up Bones: The Excavation, Treatment and Study of
Human Skeletal Remains. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

12- Moraitis, K., Eliopoulos, C., Spiliopoulou, C., & Manolis, S. (2009). Assessment of
Ancestral Background from the Skull: Case Studies from Greece. The Internet Journal
of Biological Anthropology, 3(1), 1-10.

13- Solow, B. (1966). The pattern of craniofacial association. A morphological and
methodological correlation and factor analysis study on young male adults. Acta
Odontologica Scandinavica, 24(1), 1-174.

14- Howells, W. W. (1995). Who's Who in Skulls: Ethnic Identification of Crania from.
Peabody Museum Press.
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15- Argyropoulos, E., Sassouni, V., & Xeniotou, A. (1989). A comparative cephalometric
investigation of the Greek craniofacial pattern through 4,000 year. Angle Orthod, 59(3),
195-204.
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