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Abstract

This paper addresses an example of a school in Modern Arab Historiography by
studying the methodology of a contemporary prominent scholar, Abdulaziz al-Duri,
with a focus on Arab Nationalism. Al-Duri addresses the idea of Arab Nationalism
throughout the history since pre-Islam until Modern era. During his academic life,
al-Duri produced exceptional and plenty of works on Arab Nationalism in which
this paper focuses mostly on; historical development of the idea of Arab Nationalism,
the relationship between Islam and Arab Nationalism, the transition of Arab
Nationalism from lineage to language and culture, the idea of history in Arab schools
of history, challenges faced Arab Nationalism whether it was cultural such as
Ashu’ubiyya or political as foreign intervention and occupation, and other

complicated topics in which identity overlaps with culture and politics.

Also, the paper addresses the modern ideas in which al-Duri affected by and is
reflected on his writings, starting with the initial idea; Arab Nationalism. Although
al-Duri tries to proof that Arab Nationalism predates Western Nationalism,
nationalism 1in its modern style is a western product where you see the French school
with its focus on culture and German school with the focus on race. The work on
class and society is influenced by leftist approach, though he provides interesting
views on the society of ‘Ayyarin and the role of Wagfin the community which also

rests in the field of social studies that influenced by western academia as well.

Studying the methodology of al-Duri as a contemporary historian in the Islamic and
Modern history is important, where he generate good insights in the field of socio-

political history.
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