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Hotel Al - Karkani (Ben Zakri) in Tripoli in the Ottoman
period (1273 AH /1856 AD,
Archaeological study of architectural
Dr. Nagwa Mohamed Ismail El Tawab
Lecturer of Islamic architecture — Faculty of archaeology

Abstract

introduction:-
The ancient city's hotels (), most of which date back to the

last 500 years, enjoy the Mediterranean architectural

(5) Hotel: It came in the tongue of the Arab Hotel: the Persian
Khan;

The hotel is carrying a tree like a nut that breaks from the heart
of a kalfstak. He said: The hotel is in the language of the people
from these cells that people bring down from (Khan (of Sham
what is in the roads and cities. Al-Fandaq is the newspaper of the
said al-Asma'i: I counted it as a word. There are two .account
theories for Arabization:

The first is an ancient Greek of Pontiacus Karon pontikos
karuon in the sense of hazelnut where the early hotels were made
of wood; transported to the Arabic hotel with the first letter q.
The same word is the origin of the nuts with a heart or a letter
The second theory is that it is an ancient Latin (Fundicum. It was
later converted to Fondique in Central Latin .and was then
transferred to Arabic in the 12th century during the Crusades .
including to Persian and Turkish .and it is not excluded that
Latin is an ancient Greek origin.

Abdul Karim Omar Abu Shuwairb Health Conditions in the
Libyan Society Between 1835 and 1950 Journal of Historical
Research (Tripoli (No. 2 (2000 p16.
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character of the courtyard, which is characterized by the
construction of the courtyard. It has a special aesthetic. The
rooms are usually decorated on two floors, in an honor
decorated with arches, columns and engravings. While each
hotel has retained its special aesthetic through its design and
distinctive engravings that talked about the time of its
creation and the architectural influences of its time, the
capacity of the pocket and its social status®) .

The multiplicity of owners and multiple uses reveals the
hotels of the old city through its names and activities about
many about the city and its history and civilization, did not
monopolize the ownership of these hotels on the nationality
of others. Some of them belonged to the Turks, the
residents of the city, families from abroad (Al-Qarni Hotel),
commercial and political figures (Ben Zakri Hotel) from
Libya and abroad. Women also had a share in the
ownership and management of hotels, And the flourishing
of social and economic life’y. The hotels of the old city
were not only used as domestics; they were factories for

clothing, perfumes, food, precious metals such as gold,

6y Abdul Karim Omar Abu Shuwairb (Health Conditions in the
Libyan Society Between 1835 and 1950 p16.

(7) Mohammed Saeed Al-Qashat (Tuareg Desert Desert Arabs .
second edition (Center for Studies and Research on Sahara
Affairs (Libya (1989 p. 81.
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silver, copper, and stores for goods and commercial goods
from all over the world. These industries continued in
hotels until most of them became markets in the present
time, while a few kept their hotel character, and continued
to receive visitors and shelter them as many of the hotels
were destroyed and collapsed (%).

This hotel was built in 1856 by its owner Wassef al-Qarqani
and Awashah Khanem (the family of Qarqani is a family of
Hundis origin in the Andalusia Peninsula, coming from the
island of Kerknaya). It was then owned by Fadel Ben Zakri
(the first dean of the Municipality of Tripoliy. This hotel
enjoys the high aesthetics of every family visited. "The
beginning of a poem on a marble plaque hung at the
entrance to the hotel describes his beauty:—

If I passed this raw joyful The beauties gathered in it.

And see the joy of the minds and the tip of the party as it
became.

The hotel was later used to be the home of gold and silver.
It has become a place dedicated to gold and silver gold
smithing for its distinctive location in the perfume and craft

markets.

h-Itzkowitz Norman Ottoman Empire and Islamic Tradition .
University Press of Cambridge (Chicago (1980 (p89.
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This medium-sized hotel features its large circular-ring

entrance.
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Objectives of the study:-
— To highlight the importance of the hotel from historical

and archaeological sites in the light of the documents
obtained from this hotel.

— Familiar with the aspects of the Ottoman interest in art
and architecture in the city of Tripoli and the development
of architectural facilities in that period.

— Study the architectural elements that characterized this
hotel through planning and architectural description and
carrying inside of the models and architectural elements.

- Studying the decorations and decorative elements that
adorned this hotel and gave it a unique aesthetic color.

— Design a horizontal homestead of the hotel for the two
floors and clarify the architectural details contained therein.
— Know the founder of the hotel and the most important
work and life.

- Date of construction and location and importance of
geography and economic.

— Publish a study of the hotel a non—-published study before.
— drew the attention of researchers to the importance of
hotels in the late nineteenth century in Libya and its
importance to the function and civilization.

— Study the development of hotels in Tripoli from the Khan
to the hotel through the Islamic ages.
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research importance:

The study of the hotel and its architectural and decorative
elements.

— Familiar with the arrival of the Ottomans in the field of
civil buildings in Libya, especially hotels.

— Identify decorations and decorative elements during the
nineteenth century in Tripoli.

- Highlight the importance of economic and historical
hotel.

Study Approach:-
The study is based on the descriptive and analytical

approach of the institution through the planning and the
architectural and decorative elements found in the hotel,
and the study of the hotel to the full extent of its cultural,
historical and economic aspects.

Research axes: -
The research was divided into a preliminary, presented and

studied by the hotel. An archaeological study where the
research was divided into a descriptive study in terms of
planning and architectural elements, and an analytical study
of decorations and decorative elements. In addition to
relying on some forms at the end of the research and
images and the horizon of the hotel as well as documenting
the search sources and references and clarify the findings of
this research results.

research results :-

L]

In this study, I reached a " number of results:



— Historical and cultural hotel.

— Get to the hotel document and not published before.

— Understanding the Ottoman architectural styles of hotels
in Tripoli during the nineteenth century.

— Study the architectural and decorative elements of the
hotel.

— Identifying hotels in Tripoli during the Ottoman era

— Familiar with the economic life prevailing in that period

— Identify the founder of the establishment.

Key words: —

Khan — Hotel- Ottoman — Courtyard — gallery — decoration
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