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The Cultural Formation of the Most Important Historians in the 7"
A H. Century (13 A D) in the East, & its Impact on their Books
Ibn al-Sa'i as an Example,
Abstract:

After death of Ibn al-Dhibithi and Ibn al-Najjar, their student; Tadj al-Din
Ali b. Andjab known as Ibn al-Sa'i, became the only historian of Baghdad,
although his family was from the general people of Baghdad, he managed to
draw close to the men of government. This connection had a clear impact on
his historical culture; it helped him to acquainte a number of records of the
Caliphate Palace.

Also, he witnessed the moment of the entry of Hulagu to Baghdad in 656
AH = 1258 AD. He survived from killing by the Mongols after he resorted to
the house of Minister Ibn al-Alqami because he had a good relationship with
him. In the state of the llkhanate, he took a senior scientific position, is a
librarian of the school of Mustansiriyya in Baghdad, with the mandate of
Nasir al-Din al-Tusi. Ibn al-Sa'i has taken this position in the Abbasid state.

After calming of the situation in Baghdad, Ibn al-Sa'i was still loyal to the
Abbasids; represented by keeping the books written to the Abbasids or by
writing new books, in which he mourned rule of his masters and their glories,
sush as his book "Al-mkabr al-mshhourah wal mshahd al-mzourah" that is a
real and true lament for Baghdad. After the Mongol controled over it; he
listed thier tombs, but never referred to a tomb of caliph Al-Mustasim,
perhaps because he wrote the book in his time or because of his fear of the
Mongols. He also has a book on some of the wives of the Abbasid caliphs,
known as the "Nisa' al-khulafa™ which reflects his good feelings towards the
Abbasids.

Among the most prominent works of Ibn al-Sa'i is his book "Al-dur al-
thamain" where he mentioned many of the names of his lost books,
including: "Al-tabri mn akedat al-Ma'ari", "Akhbar Avicenna" and many
more. In his book "Al-dur", his culture loving the Shaafais is greatly
reflected.

In fact, culture of Ibn al-Sa'i has historical background, so Al-Dhahabi
described him as the "mountain historian". His culture had a great impact on
the mentality of his student Ibn al-Fuwati (d. 723 AH = 1324 AD) which
appeared in his book "Madjma' al-adab fi mu'djam al-alqab"; as he relied
heavily on "Tarikh Ibn al-Sa'i".
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