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Abstract
Many symbols of the deity's attributes appeared in different types of Greek and
Roman art, each one of these attributes and symbols refers to a specific deity, and

each symbol is dedicated to a particular deity, but perhaps the appearance of each
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symbol has symbolism associated with a specific event or phenomenon found in the
same period. The research deals with the depiction and symbolism of the Basket of
Secrets which is called “Cista Mystica” in the Greek and Roman arts. It is a
cylindrical basket and it is a symbol of the goddess Demeter, the goddess of fertility
and the protector of agricultural lands. The appearance of the basket of secrets on
the coinage sometimes refers to a specific event related to the period of issuance of
the coinage, and the research discusses the importance of its appearance, its
symbolism, examples of its appearance on various types of Greco-Roman art, and

the reasons for its appearance.

Keywords: Basket, Demeter, Protection, Coinage, Religious symbols.
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! Jahn, O. Die Cista mystica. Hermes, 3(H. 3), 1869, 317-334, 325.
2Turner, M. A Dictionary of Greek and Roman Antiquities. William Smith, LLD. William Wayte. GE Marindin.
Albemarle Street, 1890, 288-289; Jahn, O. Die Cista mystica. Hermes, 3(H. 3), 1869, 324-329.
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3 Themelis, P. The Cult of Isis at Ancient Messene. Bibliotheca Isiaca, 2, 2011, 97-1009.

4 Phillips, H. Notes upon the Collection of Coins & Medals now upon Exhibition at the Pennsylvania
Museum & School of Industrial Art, Memorial Hall, Fairmount Park, Philadelphia: Read before the
American  Philos. Society, Feb. 7, 1879. Reprinted from the Proceedings of the American.
Philosophical Society, 197; Gasparro, G. S. Soteriology and Mystic Aspects in the Cult of Cybele and
Attis: With a Frontispiece. Brill, 1985, 75.
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ngmyths/cistamystica (Accessed 12-7-2023)
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Albemarle Street, 1890, 288.
7 Klauck, H. J. Religious Context of Early Christianity: A Guide to Graeco-Roman Religions. A&C

Black, 2003, 79-100; Ovadiah, A., & Mucznik, S. Aphrodite, Demeter, Hermes and Poseidon in the
Decapolis. Liber Annuus, 68, 2018, 361-375.
8 Jahn, O. Die Cista mystica. Hermes, 3(H. 3), 1869, 317-334.
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