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“Realism in the Short Stories of Edith Wharton: A Challenge to Feminist
Interpretations”
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Objective measurement of personality temperamental traits using reaction time and

response direction tests.
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A review of a PhD. Dissertation Titled: “Realism in the Short Stories of Edith Wharton:

A Challenge to Feminist Interpretations”?.

Prepared by

Professor Azza M.H. El Kholy

Former chairperson of the English Laguage& Literature Department at Alexandria
University.

Slde)

3&;}\ > de B38 [ 858U B3k
Ayl daslor — s AUASG il (81T Al Y1 AR gud pyg Slad
Short Bio:

Azza M.H. El Kholy is a Professor and former chairperson of the English Department at
Alexandria University. Her academic specialization is American Literature. She obtained her
MA and Ph.D from Alexandria University, and has spent some time as a visiting scholar at

The George Washington University in the U.S.

She was executive director of the TAFL (Teaching Arabic as a Foreign Language) Center,

and director of the Language and Translation Unit at the Faculty of Arts of Alexandria

? El Kholy, Azza.”Realism in the Short Stories of Edith Wharton: A Challenge to Feminist
Interpretations”. PhD. / Supervised by Zainab Raafat, Nazek Fahmy, and Christopher Sten.
Alexandria: Alexandria University (Faculty of Arts), 1994.
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University. She worked in the Library of Alexandria from 2003, where she held several jobs.
Her last appointment was Head of the Academic Research Sector of the Library until she
resigned in 2017. Azza EIl Kholy is also a member of the World Academy of Arts and
Sciences, and an honorary member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. She is a
consultant for the National Translation Project in Egypt, and was a member of the national
promotions committee for university professors. She is also an editor of the northern volume
of the Feminsit Press project: Women Writing Africa: The Northern Region, published in
2009, and has published several academic papers, and a translated work for the Feminist
Press at CUNY. Her academic and research interests include feminist criticism, women’s

issues, 19" C American literature and translation.
Dissertation Summary:

In the late 1960s, when feminist criticism developed and became part of the International
Women’s Movement, many of the assumptions about literary studies changed. In the United
States, several women critics added a new perspective to the study of literary works and
established gender as a basic criterion for literary analysis. Feminist critics began to reassess
the works of women writers, and Edith Wharton was one of these writers whose works have

been analyzed from a feminist perspective.

The central argument of this research is that feminist interpretations of Wharton’s texts are
both inaccurate and limiting. It is true that Wharton addresses feminist issues, but she was
also a realist whose main concern was on the debilitating effects of strict social codes and
stratifications. By focusing mainly on her novels and neglecting her short stories, feminist
critics have undermined her achievement as a realist. Thus, the primary concern in this thesis
is to demonstrate Wharton’s realism through the genre of the short story by simultaneously
analyzing her stories and arguing against feminist interpretations of her work. The research
closely examines exemplary texts from her collections of short stories and focuses on the
stories that deal with social and domestic themes to highlight the writer’s portrayal of the

effects of circumstances and social relationships on the individual.

The dissertation is divided into six chapters and a conclusion. The first two chapters serve as
an introduction to the writer and her place in the American literary cannon. Chapter three
comprises the central argument and deals with the concepts of realism and feminism in
literature, and argues against feminist interpretations of Wharton’s work, thus concluding that

the writer is more of a realist whose feminism is part of her larger interest in the human

10
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experience. Chapters four, five and six examine samples of Wharton’s short stories as

evidence for the central argument of the research.

The conclusion summarizes the argument and concludes that although feminist critics have

revived the interest in Wharton, they have, at the same time, undermined her achievement as
a realist by focusing on her texts from a strictly feminist perspective that is often general and
inaccurate. The research thus concludes that Wharton is first and foremost a social critic and

a realist as per the evidence provided from the analysis of her short stories.
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